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Abstract
Divergent perspectives create a wide range of tensions within today’s society.  Focusing on areas involving technology, some of these tensions are outlined as follows:

· Industry often expects that computing-related personnel have strong skills related to logic, analysis, and formal methods.  However, schools often require little formal mathematics; and some popular methodologies, such as Extreme Programming, seem particularly non-rigorous.

· Industry frequently identifies communication skills and the ability to work in groups as vital abilities for workers, but many job ads (at least in the United States) focus on specific, low-level skills with no mention of communication skills or teamwork.

· A common view in society holds that technology can solve any problem (given enough time and resources), while science identifies topics that are unsolvable (such as the Halting Problem, Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle, Gödel’s Theory).

· The World Wide Web provides access to a vast array of materials, and citizens flock to the Web for information.  However, studies suggest that relatively few Web users analyze their sources or the quality of their information.

· Technology often pushes practitioners to specialize in narrow fields and to work in relative isolation.  Without consideration of a broad picture and without exchange with others, technicians may miss connections, ignore social and ethical ramifications, and forget to consider how one topic might integrate with others.

· Individuals, industries, and schools may focus on short-term needs or gains, while ignoring long-term possibilities.

After considering several of these tensions in some detail, this talk will consider possible roles for both schools and professional societies to address these issues and help resolve such tensions. 

